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The FCC sent out a Public Notice on 
May 10th notifying the amateur community of 
the groups that have been assigned thus far 
as Volunteer-Examiner Coordinators. Since 
there have been additional VECs assigned 
since the Public Notice went out, I telephoned 
the Personal Radio Branch to get an up-to- 
date list. The following is a list of the VECs 
that have been authorized thus far - or are in 
the process of being approved. 


Region 1. - Connecticut, Maine, Massachu- 
setts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Ver- 
mont. (NONE) 


Region 2. - New Jersey and New York 
Metroplex Amateur Communications 
Association. (P.O. Box #237, Leonia, NJ 
07605) 


Region 3. - Delaware, District of Columbia, 
Maryland and Pennsylvania. 
(*) Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 

(P. O. Box #3039, Laurel, MD 20708) 


Region 4. - Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Ken- 

tucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Ten- 

nessee and Virginia 

(*) VEC Region IV, Inc. 
Knoxville, TN 37901) 

(*) Central Alabama VEC (606 Tremont St., 
Selma, AL 36701) 

(*) Western Carolina Amateur Radio Societ 

(P.O. Box #1488, Ashville, NC 28802) 
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Region 5. - Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas. 
(*) Dallas Amateur Radio Club 


#173, Dallas, Texas 75221) 


(P.O. Box 


Region 6 - California 

(*) Greater LA Amateur Radio Group (c/o 
Steven L. Shafit - NE6L, 21921 Lanark 
St. #201, Canoga Park, CA 91304) 

(*) San Diego Count Amateur Radio 
Council (SANDARC, PO Box 82641, San 
Diego, CA 92138) 


Region 7 - Arizona, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, 
Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming 


Boeing Employees Amateur Radio Society 
(PO Box #3707, Seattle, WA 98124 
Region 8 - Michigan, Ohio and West Virginia 


Dayton Amateur Radio Association 
(PO Box 44, Dayton, Ohio 45401) 


Region 9 - Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin 
DeVry Amateur Radio Societ (3300 
North Campbell Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 
60618) 


Region 10 - Colorado, lowa, Kansas, Minne- 
sota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota and 
South Dakota (NONE) 


Region ll - Alaska 
Anchorage Amateur Radio Club 


(PO Box #101987, Anchorage, AK 99510) 
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\ Amateur Rodeo Neon Serres 


Region 12 - Carribean Insular Areas 
Director, Military Affiliate Radio System 
(PO Box #7388, Cidra, Puerto Rico 
00639) 


Region 13 - Pacific Insular Areas (NONE) 


(*) Indicates amateur group 
receiving VEC authorization. 


in process of 


It is interesting (and confusing) to note 
that some VEC authorizations have been held 
up since some of the paperwork has been 
temporarily lost internally within the FCC 
between offices... in some cases more than 
once. Why this happened is a mystery. 


The Commission is particularly interest- 
ing in recruiting VECs in the Ist, 10th (radio 
district "Z") and 13th (pacific islands) call 
sign regions so that there will be at least one 
VEC in each area. (Clubs in the Boston, Den- 
ver and Honolulu vicinity would be ideal from 
a central location standpoint.) 


The May 10th FCC Public Notice said 
"Qualified amateur radio operators who wish 


to volunteer their services as examiners 
should contact a VEC in their region. Volun- 
teer examiners are coordinated by VEC's." 


HOW TO APPLY TO BECOME A_VEC 


SS 


In response to a question as to how does 
an entity go about applying to the FCC to 
become a VEC, the FCC issued the following 


guidelines on how to draft a proposal to he 
named a Volunteer Examiner Coordinator: 


(1.) Address the proposal to the Personal 
Radio Branch, FCC, Washington, DC. 20554 


(2.) State the name of your entity, and 
how it is constituted. 


(3.) State how your entity is at least 
regional in scope, and name the region(s) list- 
ed in Section 97.507(b) of the Rules that your 
entity desires to serve as a VEC. 


(4.) State that your entity is organized 
at least partially for the purpose of further- 


ing amateur radio. 
(5.) 


State that your entity is capable of 
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acting as a VEC in the region(s) listed in 3. 


(6.) State that your entity agrees to co- 
ordinate all amateur operator examination 


elements for all amateur radio operator li- 
cense classes, except Novice. 


(7.) State that your entity will not ac- 


cept any compensation from any source for its 
services as a VEC. 


(8.) State that your entity will seek to 
recruit a broad representation of amateur 
radio operators, that it will not discriminate 
in accrediting volunteer examiners on the ba- 
sis of race, sex, religion or national origin: 
and that it will not refuse to accredit a vol- 
unteer on the basis of membership (or lack 
thereof) in any amateur radio organization. 


(9.) State that your entity will assure 
that for any examination, every candidate 
qualified under the rules is registered with- 
out regard to race, sex, religion, national ori- 
gin or membership (or lack thereof) in any 
amateur radio organization. 


(10.) State that your entity is not en- 
gaged in the manufacture or distribution of 
equipment used in connection with amateur 
radio transmissions, or make a _ persuasive 
showing that preventative measures have been 
taken to preclude any possible conflicts of 
interest. 


(11.) State that your entity is not en- 
gaged in the preparation or distribution of | 
any publication used in the preparation for 
obtaining amateur radio station licenses, or 
make a persuasive showing that preventative 
measures have been taken to preclude any 
possible conflict of interest. 


(12.) The chief officer of your entity 
must sign a certification of the above. 


For further information on how you or 
your group can act as a coordinator of 
amateur radio examinations, contact Johnny 
Johnston (W3BE), Chief of the FCCs Personal 
Radio Branch at (202) 632-4964. This is the 
last year that the FCC will be giving amateur 
radio operator tests and even now it is on a 


quarterly basis. There were 2,000 less ham 
licenses issued during April because of this. 


ACTUAL HAM QUESTIONS SELLING WELL! 


Our offer of the FCC Amateur Radio 
Study Guide and all 1600 actual tests ques- 
tions has met with instant success! We have 
had to do a second printing already after only 
2 weeks. A number of comments have devel- 
oped... 


(1.) - No, it is not illegal... (or even un- 
desirable) that these ham questions be circu- 
lated. They were sent to me by the FCC in 
Washington and are public information. Only l 
question in 10 listed will actually appear on 
any FCC exam and the FCC plans to change 
the ones selected from these lists from time 
to time. 


(2.) - Only the actual questions are list- 
ed, not the answers. It is anticipated that 
publishers such as Ameco, Bash, the ARRL... 
and others eventually will be publishing the 
answers to these questions. It will all be legal 
since the system has changed. Hopefully (if 
they do their research properly) the answers 
will all be the same. The FCC has the spe- 
cific reference answer material in their files 
in the Personal Radio Bureau. 


(3.) - You can publicize the availabilty 
of these questions any way you want to, but 
be careful doing it on amateur radio. And yes, 
you can put a note in your club bulletin on it 
or mention it at your club meeting or to your 
friends. 


(4.) - Starting in October 1983 and con- 
tinuing through May 1984, the FCC issued: 


the Syllabus (Study Guide) - All classes (2/84) 
including info on new ham exam program 
ELEMENT EXAMINATION: VERSION: 
Element 2 - Novice Questions - 200 ea. (5/84) 
Element 3 - Tech/General " - 500 ea. (10/83) 
Element 4A - Advanced " - 500 ea. (4/84) 
Element 4B - Extra Class " - 400 ea. (4/84) 


What we are offering is the current ver- 
sions of all syllabuses and examinations in 
booklet form on all classes (1600 questions.) 
We plan to continually update it as addition- 
al versions become available. 


(5.) - Cost is $2.50 postpaid although we 
sort of goofed on the postage. We thought it 
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would be 54 cents and the post office now 
tells us it must be 71 cents. Still, we are 
holding the $2.50 price. To the best of my 
knowledge, no one other than us is offering 
this booklet. We reprinted a big batch of 
them. Help us publicize the booklet and move 
them out. We gambled that the FCC wouldn't 
come out with additional new test versions 
until we sold them. (It is only marginally prof- 
itable - and that's if we sell them all!) 


(6.) - Order from: THE W5YI REPORT; 
(Attn: Ham Exam); PO Box #10101; Dallas, TX 
75207. ($2.50 shipped postpaid to U.S./Canada 
within 24 hours via first class mail!) 


cape ape 


VEC SCHEDULES EXAMS/ WORKSHOPS 


The Seventh Region VEC Board advises 
that they are now scheduling amateur radio 


examinations in the 7th call area. If your 
group wants to give a test in that area, con- 


tact Herschel Eppenstein, N7CAL, 12822 N.E. 
6lst St.; Kirkland, WA 98033. 


They need to know the exact time, date 
and address of the examining room, name/- 
phone number of your contact person as well 
as the names, call signs, addresses and volun- 
teer examiners. (A photcopy of the VE's li- 
censes should be attached.) It is anticipated 
that ham exams will be given at most of the 
major hamfests but the VEC must know at 


Ham exams are already scheduled for 
North Seattle Community College on June 5th, 
the Kootenai County Fairgrounds (Coeur d'- 
Alene, Idaho) on June 9th and the WIMU Ham- 
fest (Jacksonville, Wyoming) August 4th. 
(Thanks Mary Lewis W7QGP/ARRL North- 
western Division Director) 


Judy Frye, KG8P, (VEC for the 8th Area 
Call Area) advises that they have scheduled 
Volunteer Examiner Program Workshops in: 
Flint, Michigan 6/2/84 12:00-5:00 p.m. 

(Skill Center, G5081 Torry Road - Talk 

in on 147.27 MHz +600) 
Dayton, Ohio 6/1/84 12:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

(Nat'l History Museum, 2629 Ridge Ave. 

Talk in on 146.94 MHz -600) 
Morgantown, West Virginia 6/9/84 12-5 p.m. 

(West Virginia University, Engineering 
Science Bldg. Room G78) 
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ANOTHER HAM JAMMER LOSES LICENSE MOBILE RADIO SERVICES CONSIDERED 


There are now two existing mobile radio- 
telephone services (the traditional and the 
new 800 MHz cellular) and two proposed low- 
er cost personal radio services - only one of 
which would allow phone calls from your car. 


Randy L. Ballinger, (WB6MMJ) of La 
Crescenta, California, has had his amateur 
station license revoked and his operator li- 
cense suspended for one year for intentional 
unidentified jamming of an amateur two-meter 
network. 


The Mura Corporation, a subsidiary of 
Technicom International of Connecticut, is a 

Back in 1981, Ballinger complained that manufacturer of cordless telephones. Mura has 
he was receiving daily interference from an proposed a new personal UHF radio service 
amateur net operating twice daily on 144.735 (RM-4782) as an alternative to the PRCS 
MHz. Net members also complained to the | (Docket 83-26). PRCS stands for Personal 
Commission that they were being jammed by | Radio Communication Service and was sug- 
Ballinger. A subsequent investigation by the gested by the General Electric Corporation. 
FCC's Long Beach office failed to uncover Basically PRCS is a sophisticated mobile per- 
any interference to Ballinger. sonal telephone service using what amounts to 
cordless phone technology. You simply inter- 
connect with your home or office phone while 


Shortly thereafter, using sophisticated | . 
in your car. 


direction finding equipment, the FCC detect- 
ed a jamming signal coming from Ballinger's 
home. A station inspection revealed a warm 
2-meter transmitter and an antenna pointed 
southeasterly toward the net operation. The 
FCC concluded that Ballinger was intention- 


ally and maliciously jamming the net operators 
and a violations notice was mailed. 


The FCC has received almost 200 letters 
from radio users of all kinds about the Mura 
petition - all protesting their idea very vehe- 
mently. Some are from hams... many from 
GMRS (General Mobile Radio Service) licen- 
sees... CBers, REACT and other communica- 
tions organizations. 


In responding to the citation, Ballinger 
said that since the FCC wouldn't do any Hing ty ia a i eee F 
apous Jue UteL Ter CnCe AS UE ahs ete I was | CB service which operates at 460 MHz) and 
tired of being jammed anes something had to CB (at 27 MHz) with a new addressable 900 
be done about the problem." He did not deny MHz personal radio service and reallocate the 


that he was the source of the unidentified resent GMRS and CB. spectrum to other 
transmissions. When it appeared that he would a ee EERE RET EL 


lose his license, Ballinger pleaded with the 
FCC to revoke only his two-meter privileges. 


The Mura petition proposed a radio ser- 
: : vice which will not have repeaters or _tele- 
FCC Judge Thomas B. Fitzpatrick ruled phone interconnection which are two of the 
that Ballinger was guilty of unidentified ma- | main features of PRCS. Mura thought that if 
licious interference to amateur network com- | they proposed this, the FCC would look upon 
munications in progress and was not fit to | it more kindly since it is the repeater and 
remain a Commission licensee. He revoked his | telephone features that are the most contro- 
WB6MMJ_ station license and suspended Bal- | yersial part of the PRCS proposal. 
linger's General Class amateur radio operator 
license for a period of one year. Mura's proposal appears soundly rejected 
' by people who are active in the personal 
The FCC emphasized that they cannot | radio services of today. Some of the com- 
tolerate the use of "vigilante tactics" and | ments include.... 
noted that "one who uses such tactics be- @"Most of the individuals using those ser- 
comes part of the problem and only aggra- | vices have invested large sums of money in 
vates the situation". Unless further appealed, | their equipment." 


the decision becomes effective June 29, 1984. @"Mura says that GMRS is sparsely used. 


Among 


VC lOAAAl wWERAC. 


content used in this issue! 
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The opposite is the case." 

@"You are giving Mura a whole new line 
of equipment to market and forcing the citi- 
zen to buy it if they wish to use a citizen 
oriented radio service." 

@"You would have a case of government 
helping big business get bigger. The FCC 
should be for the public and not the pocket- 
book of Mura." 

@"America may well need a new personal 
radio service, but don't create one at the 
cost of existing services." 


Commenters also seemed concerned that 
the Mura proposal would serve to derail or 
delay the Commission's consideration of 
PRCS. At this point, it does not appear that 
the FCC will issue a NPRM on the Mura pro- 
posal due to the protests that have been re- 
ceived. Mura is in the process of replying to 
the comments that the Commission has receiv- 
ed on RM-4782. 


Essentially, Mura wants a service similar 
to one currently used in Japan called the 
JPRS (Japanese Personal Radio Service.) It is 
very, very popular there but does not contain 
repeaters. The range is poor and there is no 
way for small businessmen to benefit from 
being service providers. With PRCS, hams and 
small businessmen will be able to establish 
profit making repeater stations. The FCC is 
due to rule on PRCS in the August to Octo- 
ber time frame. The best bet right now is for 


FCC action on it during September with an 
effective date in October. 


Motorola is fighting against PRCS since 
they have a large stake in the new cellular 


radio telephone service and they are not a 
consumer oriented firm. It is clear that if 
either the Mura proposal or PRCS gets adopt- 
ed, then it will be a consumer (rather than a 
| business) equipment ballgame... something that 
Motorola has not done and is not noted for. 
They have no consumer electronic product 
presence whatsoever. Motorola, while the 
leader in land mobile radios, has no consumer 
distribution network in place. Current U.S. 
(such as Radio Shack) and particularly far 
east consumer electronic manufacturers stand 
to profit handsomely if the FCC okays either 
the Mura or G.E. proposal. 


Motorola spent a fortune using outside 
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consultants to refute both personal radio ser- 
vices. Even after the comment period elapsed, 
Motorola made a presentation to the Commis- 
sioners (known in legal circles as an ex-parte 
presentation) to show why PRCS would not 
work and why it wasn't needed. They made 
another ex-parte presentation after General 
Electric did one. The in-fighting is getting 
fierce! 


One thing for sure is that the public is 
totally unaware of what is going on behind 
the scenes so that one day they will be able 
to inexpensively have unlimited communica- 
tions capability from their automobiles. The 
FCC decision, when it comes, will be a bomb- 
shell that will impact every one of us for 
decades to come. 


capeoape 


COMMERCIAL RADIO OPERATOR RULES 


The FCC has issued the long awaited 
Report & Order which eliminates (or modifies) 
Rules that required the use of licensed com- 
mercial radio operators in the various ser- 
vices. The 38-page R&O was released on May 
3, 1984, and printed in the Federal Register 
during mid-May. (If you want to read the 
complete text of the R&O, go to your public 
library and review the May 16th Federal Reg- 
ister pages 20658 through 20673.) 


Much confusion (and misinformation in 
the press) exists on the status of present 
commercially licensed radio operators and the 
future requirements of electronic technicians. 
We will try to boil this all down to a minimum 
number of pages and tell you exactly what 
has happened... and why. In summary, the 


Commission essentially has: 


(1.) - Satisfied the Part 73 (International 
Broadcast) and Part 74 (Experimental/Auxil- 
lary/Special Broadcast) statutory requirements 
that radio operators be licensed by allowing a 
person to hold any class of commercial license 
including the Restricted Radiotelephone Ope- 
rator Permit. There were some peripheral ser- 
vices (such as MDS and electronic message 
services) that were exempted from the "any 
license" requirement. These services will not 
require licensed operators at all. 


(2.) - Radio operators servicing, main- 
taining or installing equipment in the Private 


ANOTHER HAM JAMMER LOSES LICENSE 


Randy L. Ballinger, (WB6MMJ) of La 
Crescenta, California, has had his amateur 
station license revoked and his operator li- 
cense suspended for one year for intentional 
unidentified jamming of an amateur two-meter 
network. 


Back in 1981, Ballinger complained that 
he was receiving daily interference from an 
amateur net operating twice daily on 144.735 
MHz. Net members also complained to the 
Commission that they were being jammed by 
Ballinger. A subsequent investigation by the 
FCC's Long Beach office failed to uncover 
any interference to Ballinger. 


Shortly thereafter, using sophisticated 
direction finding equipment, the FCC detect- 
ed a jamming signal coming from Ballinger's 
jf home. A station inspection revealed a warm 
2-meter transmitter and an antenna pointed 
southeasterly toward the net operation. The 
FCC concluded that Ballinger was intention- 


ally and maliciously jamming the net operators 
and a violations notice was mailed. 


In responding to the citation, Ballinger 
said that since the FCC wouldn't do anything 
about the interference from the net... "I was 
tired of being jammed and something had to 


be done about the problem." He did not deny 


that he was the source of the unidentified 
transmissions. When it appeared that he would 
lose his license, Ballinger pleaded with the 
FCC to revoke only his two-meter privileges. 


FCC Judge Thomas B. Fitzpatrick ruled 
that Ballinger was guilty of unidentified ma- 
licious interference to amateur network com- 
munications in progress and was not fit to 
remain a Commission licensee. He revoked his 
WB6MMJ_ station license and suspended Bal- 
linger's General Class amateur radio operator 


license for a period of one year. 


The FCC emphasized that they cannot 
tolerate the use of "vigilante tactics" and 
noted that "one who uses such tactics be- 
comes part of the problem and only aggra- 
vates the situation". Unless further appealed, 
_ the decision becomes effective June 29, 1984. 
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There are now two existing mobile radio- 
telephone services (the traditional and the 
new 800 MHz cellular) and two proposed iow- 
er cost personal radio services - only one of 
which would allow phone calls from your car. 


The Mura Corporation, a subsidiary of 
Technicom International of Connecticut, is a 
manufacturer of cordless telephones. Mura has 
proposed a new personal UHF radio service 
(RM-4782) as an alternative to the PRCS 
(Docket 83-26). PRCS stands for Personal 
Radio Communication Service and was sug- 
gested by the General Electric Corporation. 
Basically PRCS is a sophisticated mobile per- 
sonal telephone service using what amounts to 
cordless phone technology. You simply inter- 
connect with your home or office phone while 
in your car. 


The FCC has received almost 200 letters 


from radio users of all kinds about the Mura 
petition - all protesting their idea very vehe- 
mently. Some are from hams... many from 
GMRS (General Mobile Radio Service) licen- 
sees... CBers, REACT and other communica- 
tions organizations. 


All are opposed to the Mura proposal 
which will replace GMRS (the old Class "A" 
CB service which operates at 460 MHz) and 
CB (at 27 MHz) with a new addressable 900 


MHz persona! radio service and reallocate the 


present GMRS_ and CB spectrum to other 
services. 


The Mura petition proposed a radio ser- 
vice which will not have repeaters or tele- 
phone interconnection which are two of the 
main features of PRCS. Mura thought that if 
they proposed this, the FCC would look upon 
it more kindly since it is the repeater and 
telephone features that are the most contro- 
versial part of the PRCS proposal. 


Mura's proposal appears soundly rejected 


by people who are active in the personal 
radio services of today. Some of the com- 
ments include.... 

e"Most of the individuals using those ser- 
vices have invested large sums of money in 
their equipment." 
®"Mura says that GMRS is sparsely used. 
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one year has elapsed and... 
ethe Aircraft Radiotelegraph Endorse- 
ment. 


BACKGROUND OF THE REPORT & ORDER... 


The FCC decision to eliminate govern- 
ment regulation of radio operator competency 
had it start back in the mid-1970's. The Com- 
mission had as its two goals - to create an 
unregulated, competitive marketplace and to 
eliminate unnecessary regulations and policies. 
In 1979 the FCC issued two Report & Orders 
reducing the requirements for AM/FM/TV 
broadcast duty operators. In 1980, the FCC 
issued two more rulemakings further relaxing 
commercial radiotelehone operator licensing 
requirements. 


The Radiotelephone First Class and Sec- 
ond Class was combined into a single General 
Radiotelephone (GRT) license in 1981. The 
FCC also repealed rules that required broad- 
cast engineers and technicians to hold a first 
class ticket. A NPRM was issued in 1983 re- 
garding the necessity for commercial licensed 
radio operators - General Docket 83-322. 


>OMMENTS ON COMMERCIAL LICENSING... 


The FCC received more than 200 com- 


about all commercial license holders, industry 


of the requirement for commercial radio ope- 
rator licensing. They asserted a variety of 
reasons including increased interference, re- 
duction of signal quality, possible loss of in- 
come and that the elimination of commercial 
radio operator licensing was a "rebuff" to 
professional technicians who have worked dili- 
gently to obtain their professional credentials. 


One industry group, NABER, the National 
Association of Business and Educational 
Radio, said that a survey of land mobile deal- 
ers disclosed 87% of those responding did not 
support the Commission's delicensing proposal. 
NABER maintained that some certification 
process for private radio equipment techni- 
cians was very important. They proposed that 
representative industry groups administer a 
certification exam to all individuals seeking 
to operate and maintain equipment in the pri- 
vate radio services... a type of industry self- 
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regulation. Another industry group NARTE 
(National Association of Radio & Telecommun- 


ication Engineers) recommended that the licen- 


sing activity be shifted to the private sector. 


INDUSTRY CERTIFICATION OF TECHNICIANS 


NABER, working with members of Con- 
ress, was able to get a tag-along addition to 


the FCC Authorization Act of 1983 which 
besides appropriating money for the FCC, 
provided for Commission endorsement of _in- 
dustry certification of technicians. On Decem- 
ber 8, 1983, President Reagan signed Public 
Law 98-214 into law which had in it a new, 
very broad and permissive (NOT_mandatory) 
amendment to the Communications Act of 
1934. It allowed a great deal of discretion... 


"The Commission shall have the auth- 
ority to endorse certification of individ- 
uals to perform transmitter installation, 
operation, maintenance, and repair duties 
in the private land mobile services and 
fixed services... if such certification pro- 
grams are conducted by organizations or 
committees and which consist of individ- 
uals who are not officers or employees of 
the Federal Government." -emphasis added 


In view of this legislation, a compromise 
was developed between commercial radio ope- 
rator licensing and delicensing. It allowed the 
FCC to endorse industry self-regulation ef- 
forts and at the same time allowed the Com- 
mission to eliminate unnecessary government 
regulation, cost and involvement. To date, 
about eight industry groups have applied to 
the FCC to certify technician competency - 
among them NABER, NARTE and SBE (the So- 


ciety of Broadcast Engineers.) 


I telephoned NABER, NARTE and SBE to 
learn more about their certification programs. 
All groups are developing exams. | specifically 
inquired about certification of existing com- 
mercial radiotelephone license holders. 
NABER's certification costs $10.00. They 
have two levels - Gold Seal (First Phone) and 
Silver Seal (Second Class/GRT.) NABER said 
that the Land Mobile industry could require 
NABER certification. Naturally they wanted 
all licensees to have it. 


SBE (Society of Broadcast Engineers) is 
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The opposite is the case." 

@"You are giving Mura a whole new line 
of equipment to market and forcing the citi- 
zen to buy it if they wish to use a citizen 
oriented radio service." 

@"You would have a case of government 
helping big business get bigger. The FCC 
should be for the public and not the pocket- 
book of Mura." 

@"America may well need a new personal 
radio service, but don't create one at the 
cost of existing services." 


Commenters also seemed concerned that 
the Mura proposal would serve to derail or 
delay the Commission's consideration of 
PRCS. At this point, it does not appear that 
the FCC will issue a NPRM on the Mura pro- 
posal due to the protests that have been re- 
ceived. Mura is in the process of replying to 
the comments that the Commission has receiv- 
ed on RM-4782. 


Essentially, Mura wants a service similar 
to one currently used in Japan called the 
JPRS (Japanese Personal Radio Service.) It is 
very, very popular there but does not contain 
repeaters. The range is poor and there is no 
way for small businessmen to benefit from 
being service providers. With PRCS, hams and 
small businessmen will be able to establish 
profit making repeater stations. The FCC is 
due to rule on PRCS in the August to Octo- 
ber time frame. The best bet right now is for 


FCC action on it during September with an 
effective date in October. 


Motorola is fighting against PRCS since 
they have a large stake in the new cellular 


radio telephone service and they are not a 
consumer oriented firm. It is clear that if 
either the Mura proposal or PRCS gets adopt- 
ed, then it will be a consumer (rather than a 
| business) equipment ballgame... something that 
Motorola has not done and is not noted for. 
They have no consumer electronic product 
presence whatsoever. Motorola, while the 
leader in land mobile radios, has no consumer 
distribution network in place. Current U.S. 
(such as Radio Shack) and particularly far 
east consumer electronic manufacturers stand 
to profit handsomely if the FCC okays either 
the Mura or G.E. proposal. 


Motorola spent a fortune using outside 
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consultants to refute both personal radio ser- 
vices. Even after the comment period elapsed, 
Motorola made a presentation to the Commis- 
sioners (known in legal circles as an ex-parte 
presentation) to show why PRCS would not 
work and why it wasn't needed. They made 
another ex-parte presentation after General 
Electric did one. The in-fighting is getting 
fierce! 


One thing for sure is that the public is 
totally unaware of what is going on behind 
the scenes so that one day they will be able 
to inexpensively have unlimited communica- 
tions capability from their automobiles. The 
FCC decision, when it comes, will be a bomb- 
shell that will impact every one of us for 
decades to come. 


capeoape 


COMMERCIAL RADIO OPERATOR RULES 


The FCC has issued the long awaited 
Report & Order which eliminates (or modifies) 
Rules that required the use of licensed com- 
mercial radio operators in the various ser- 
vices. The 38-page R&O was released on May 
3, 1984, and printed in the Federal Register 
during mid-May. (If you want to read the 
complete text of the R&O, go to your public 
library and review the May 16th Federal Reg- 
ister pages 20658 through 20673.) 


Much confusion (and misinformation in 
the press) exists on the status of present 
commercially licensed radio operators and the 
future requirements of electronic technicians. 
We will try to boil this all down to a minimum 
number of pages and tell you exactly what 
has happened... and why. In summary, the 


Commission essentially has: 


(1.) - Satisfied the Part 73 (International 
Broadcast) and Part 74 (Experimental/Auxil- 
lary/Special Broadcast) statutory requirements 
that radio operators be licensed by allowing a 
person to hold any class of commercial license 
including the Restricted Radiotelephone Ope- 
rator Permit. There were some peripheral ser- 
vices (such as MDS and electronic message 
services) that were exempted from the "any 
license" requirement. These services will not 
require licensed operators at all. 


(2.) - Radio operators servicing, main- 
taining or installing equipment in the Private 


Radio Services (Part 90 Land Mobile, Part 94 
Private Operational-Fixed Microwave Service 
and the Part 95 General Mobile Radio Ser- 
vice, Radio Control and Citizens Band Ser- 
vices) need not be a commercially licensed 
radio operator. "The licensee (owner) of the 
station is responsible for the proper operation 
of the station and expected to provide obser- 
vation, servicing and maintenance as often as 
necessary to ensure proper operation," the 
FCC said. 


(3.) - The FCC has adopted a Congres- 
sionally mandated "compromise" between 
government licensing of commercial radio 
operators and complete delicensing by 


encouraging the concept of private sector 


user-group certification of technicians in the 
Private Radio Services (i.e Part 90, 94 and 


95.) Licensees are encouraged to have 
transmitter adjustments or tests "performed 
by or under the immediate supervision and 
responsibility of a person. certified as 
technically qualified... by an organization or 
committee representative of users in those 
services." The key word is "encouraged" - 
technician certification is not required by the 
BEC: 


It is interesting to note that the FCC 
did not encourage certification of broadcast 
industry technicians or engineers in the R&O 
- only in the Private Radio Services. Require- 
ments for commercial licenses in the regular 
AM/FM/TV broadcast services were phased 
out between 1979 and 1981 (Docket 20817). 
The National Association of Broadcasters 
(NAB) pointed out in their comments "that lib- 
eralized operator licensing have in no way 
reduced the quality of service provided to the 
public but have, instead given broadcasters 
new freedom to use resources where they are 
most needed to service their respective com- 
munities." The NAB said that they knew of no 
significant increase in violations attributable 
to the 1981 licensing revision. 


(4.) The General Radiotelephone Opera- 
tor License (GRT) is the subsequent license to 
the cancelled First and Second Class Phone 
tickets. Effective June 15th, the GRT will be 
issued for a lifetime term. A new "General 
Class" card-type license will be issued by the 
FCC (starting in November) that will carry 
_the restrictive endorsement, "This license is 
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valid for operation, maintenance and repair of 
stations in the Aviation, Maritime and Inter- 
national Public Fixed Radio Services only" 


(5.) Starting in January 1985, a special 
lifetime diploma-type General Radiotelephone 
Operator License Certificate will be computer 
generated for the present 240,000 outstanding 
First, Second, and General License holders. 
These certificates will be distributed to the 
various FCC field offices where the license 
holders obtained or last renewed their licen- 
ses. 


The license holders will be requested to 
supply, during a special one-year period, the 
appropriate field office (which is listed on 
your license) with a self-addressed envelope 
and your certificate will be mailed to you. If 
your present license contains a Ship Radar 
Endorsement, that endorsement will be carried 
forward to the new lifetime license. The 
special lifetime diploma-type certificates will 
not bear the restrictive endorsement that will 
appear on the card-type form. 


The FCC said they would be issuing a 
Public Notice later indicating a timetable and 
the mechanics on the issuance of the special 
lifetime diploma-type certificate. It is very 
important that you realize that the FCC will 
not be contacting commercial license holders 
regarding this since their data base does not 
contain addresses. You won't get the lifetime 
diploma unless you specifically request it with 
an SASE. 


(6.)- The renewal grace period of com- 
mercial radio operator licenses that will con- 
tinue to require renewal will be extended 
from one year to five years. Anyone holding a 
commercial radiotelephone or telegraph li- 
cense that continues to require renewal and 
that expired up to five years ago will be able 
to renew it without having to retake the ex- 
amination. 


(7.) - Additionally, the FCC eliminated: 

@the restrictive endorsement placed on 
commercial radio operator licenses held by 
blind persons... 

@the requirement that the holder of 3rd 
Class Radiotelegraph Operator Permits retake 
the code test when applying for the Second 
Class Radiotelegraph Operator License after 
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one year has elapsed and... 
ethe Aircraft Radiotelegraph Endorse- 


ment. 


BACKGROUND OF THE REPORT & ORDER... 


The FCC decision to eliminate govern- 
ment regulation of radio operator competency 
had it start back in the mid-1970's. The Com- 
mission had as its two goals - to create an 
unregulated, competitive marketplace and to 
eliminate unnecessary regulations and policies. 
In 1979 the FCC issued two Report & Orders 
reducing the requirements for AM/FM/TV 
broadcast duty operators. In 1980, the FCC 
issued two more rulemakings further relaxing 
commercial radiotelehone operator licensing 
requirements. 


The Radiotelephone First Class and Sec- 
ond Class was combined into a single General 
Radiotelephone (GRT) license in 1981. The 
FCC also repealed rules that required broad- 
cast engineers and technicians to hold a first 
class ticket. A NPRM was issued in 1983 re- 
garding the necessity for commercial licensed 
radio operators - General Docket 83-322. 


COMMENTS ON COMMERCIAL LICENSING.... 


The FCC received more than 200 com- 
ments in the proceeding. 
about all commercial license holders, industry 


of the requirement for commercial] radio ope- 
rator licensing. They asserted a variety of 
reasons including increased interference, re- 
duction of signal quality, possible loss of in- 
come and that the elimination of commercial 
radio operator licensing was a "rebuff" to 
professional technicians who have worked dili- 
gently to obtain their professional credentials. 


One industry group, NABER, the National 
Association of Business and Educational 
Radio, said that a survey of land mobile deal- 
ers disclosed 87% of those responding did not 
support the Commission's delicensing proposal. 
NABER maintained that some certification 
process for private radio equipment techni- 
cians was very important. They proposed that 
representative industry groups administer a 
certification exam to all individuals seeking 
to operate and maintain equipment in the pri- 
vate radio services... a type of industry self- 
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regulation. 
(National Association of Radio & Telecommun- 
ication Engineers) recommended that the licen- 
sing activity be shifted to the private sector. 


INDUSTRY CERTIFICATION OF TECHNICIANS 


gress, was able to get a tag-along addition to 
the FCC Authorization Act of 1983 which 
besides appropriating money for the FCC, 
provided for Commission endorsement of in- 
dustr 
ber 8, 1983, President Reagan signed Public 
Law 98-214 into law which had in it a new, 
very broad and permissive (NOT_mandatory) 
amendment to the Communications Act of 


In general, just | was developed between commercial radio ope- 


manufacturers and groups opposed elimination 


ciety of Broadcast Engineers.) 
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Another industry group NARTE 


NABER, working with members of Con- 


certification of technicians. On Decem- 


1934. It allowed a great deal of discretion... 


"The Commission shall have the auth- 
ority to endorse certification of individ- 
uals to perform transmitter installation, 
operation, maintenance, and repair duties 
in the private land mobile services and 
fixed services... if such certification pro- 
grams are conducted by organizations or 
committees and which consist of individ- 
uals who are not officers or employees of 
the Federal Government." -emphasis added 


In view of this legislation, a compromise 


rator licensing and delicensing. It allowed the 
FCC to endorse industry self-regulation ef- 
forts and at the same time allowed the Com- 
mission to eliminate unnecessary government 
regulation, cost and involvement. To date, 
about eight industry groups have applied to 
the FCC to certify technician competency - 
among them NABER, NARTE and SBE (the So- 


I telephoned NABER, NARTE and SBE to 
learn more about their certification programs. 
All groups are developing exams. | specifically 
inquired about certification of existing com- 
mercial radiotelephone license holders. 
NABER's certification costs $10.00. They 
have two levels - Gold Seal (First Phone) and 
Silver Seal (Second Class/GRT.) NABER said 
that the Land Mobile industry could require 
NABER certification. Naturally they wanted 
all licensees to have it. 


SBE (Society of Broadcast Engineers) is 


Radio Services (Part 90 Land Mobile, Part 94 
Private Operational-Fixed Microwave Service 
and the Part 95 General Mobile Radio Ser- 
vice, Radio Control and Citizens Band Ser- 
vices) need not be a commercially licensed 
radio operator. "The licensee (owner) of the 
station is responsible for the proper operation 
of the station and expected to provide obser- 
vation, servicing and maintenance as often as 
necessary to ensure proper operation," the 
FCC said. 


(3.) - The FCC has adopted a Congres- 
sionally mandated "compromise" between 
government licensing of commercial radio 
operators and complete delicensing by 


encouraging the concept of private sector 


user-group certification of technicians in the 
Private Radio Services (i.e Part 90, 94 and 


95.) Licensees are encouraged to have 
transmitter adjustments or tests "performed 
by or under the immediate supervision and 
responsibility of a person certified as 
technically qualified... by an organization or 
committee representative of users in those 
services." The key word is "encouraged" - 
technician certification is not required by the 
| RA @= 


It is interesting to note that the FCC 
did not encourage certification of broadcast 
industry technicians or engineers in the R&O 
- only in the Private Radio Services. Require- 
ments for commercial licenses in the regular 
AM/FM/TV broadcast services were phased 
out between 1979 and 1981 (Docket 20817). 
The National Association of Broadcasters 
(NAB) pointed out in their comments "that lib- 
eralized operator licensing have in no way 
reduced the quality of service provided to the 
public but have, instead given broadcasters 
new freedom to use resources where they are 
most needed to service their respective com- 
munities." The NAB said that they knew of no 
significant increase in violations attributable 
to the 1981 licensing revision. 


(4.) The General Radiotelephone Opera- 
tor License (GRT) is the subsequent license to 
the cancelled First and Second Class Phone 
tickets. Effective June 15th, the GRT will be 
issued for a lifetime term. A new "General 
Class" card-type license will be issued by the 
FCC (starting in November) that will carry 
the restrictive endorsement, "This license is 
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valid for operation, maintenance and repair of 
stations in the Aviation, Maritime and Inter- 
national Public Fixed Radio Services only" 


(5.) Starting in January 1985, a special 
lifetime diploma-type General Radiotelephone 
Operator License Certificate will be computer 
generated for the present 240,000 outstanding 
First, Second, and General License holders. 
These certificates will be distributed to the 
various FCC field offices where the license 
holders obtained or last renewed their licen- 
ses. 


The license holders will be requested to 
supply, during a special one-year period, the 
appropriate field office (which is listed on 
your license) with a self-addressed envelope 
and your certificate will be mailed to you. If 
your present license contains a Ship Radar 


‘Endorsement, that endorsement will be carried 


forward to the new lifetime license. The 
special lifetime diploma-type certificates will 
not bear the restrictive endorsement that will 
appear on the card-type form. 


The FCC said they would be issuing a 
Public Notice later indicating a timetable and 
the mechanics on the issuance of the special 
lifetime diploma-type certificate. It is very 
important that you realize that the FCC will 
not be contacting commercial license holders 
regarding this since their data base does not 
contain addresses. You won't get the lifetime 
diploma unless you specifically request it with 
an SASE. 


(6.)- The renewal grace period of com- 
mercial radio operator licenses that will con- 
tinue to require renewal will be extended 
from one year to five years. Anyone holding a 
commercial radiotelephone or telegraph li- 
cense that continues to require renewal and 
that expired up to five years ago will be able 
to renew it without having to retake the ex- 
amination. 


(7.) - Additionally, the FCC eliminated: 

ethe restrictive endorsement placed on 
commercial radio operator licenses held by 
blind persons... 

ethe requirement that the holder of 3rd 
Class Radiotelegraph Operator Permits retake 
the code test when applying for the Second 
Class Radiotelegraph Operator License after 
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OTHER HAM JAMM LOSES LICENSE 


Randy L. Ballinger, (WB6MMJ) of La 
Crescenta, California, has had his amateur 
station license revoked and his operator li- 
cense suspended for one year for intentional 
unidentified jamming of an amateur two-meter 
network. 


Back in 1981, Ballinger complained that 
he was receiving daily interference from an 
amateur net operating twice daily on 144.735 
MHz. Net members also complained to the 
Commission that they were being jammed by 
Ballinger. A subsequent investigation by the 
FCC's Long Beach office failed to uncover 
any interference to Ballinger. 


Shortly thereafter, using sophisticated 
direction finding equipment, the FCC detect- 
ed a jamming signal coming from Ballinger's 
home. A station inspection revealed a warm 
2-meter transmitter and an antenna pointed 
southeasterly toward the net operation. The 
FCC concluded that Ballinger was intention- 


ally and maliciously jamming the net operators 
and a violations notice was mailed. 


In responding to the citation, Ballinger 
said that since the FCC wouldn't do anything 
about the interference from the net... "I was 
tired of being jammed and something had to 
be done about the problem." He did not deny 
that he was the source of the unidentified 
transmissions. When it appeared that he would 
lose his license, Ballinger pleaded with the 
FCC to revoke only his two-meter privileges. 


FCC Judge Thomas B. Fitzpatrick ruled 
that Ballinger was guilty of unidentified ma- 
licious interference to amateur network com- 
munications in progress and was not fit to 


WB6MMJ station license and suspended Bal- 
linger's General Class amateur radio operator 


license for a period of one year. 


The FCC emphasized that they cannot 
tolerate the use of "vigilante tactics" and 
noted that "one who uses such tactics be- 
comes part of the problem and only aggra- 
vates the situation". Unless further appealed, 
the decision becomes effective June 29, 1984. 


remain a Commission licensee. He revoked his 
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There are now two existing mobile radio- 
telephone services (the traditional and the 
new 800 MHz cellular) and two proposed iow- 
er cost personal radio services - only one of 
which would allow phone calls from your car. 


The Mura Corporation, a subsidiary of 
Technicom International of Connecticut, is a 
manufacturer of cordless telephones. Mura has 


proposed a new personal UHF radio service 


(RM-4782) as an alternative to the PRCS 
(Docket 83-26). PRCS stands for Personal 
Radio Communication Service and was sug- 
gested by the General Electric Corporation. 
Basically PRCS is a sophisticated mobile per- 
sonal telephone service using what amounts to 
cordless phone technology. You simply inter- 
connect with your home or office phone while 
in your car. 


The FCC has received almost 200 letters 


from radio users of all kinds about the Mura 
petition - all protesting their idea very vehe- 
mently. Some are from hams... many from 
GMRS (General Mobile Radio Service) licen- 
sees... CBers, REACT and other communica- 
tions organizations. 


All are opposed to the Mura proposal 
which will replace GMRS (the old Class "A" 
CB service which operates at 460 MHz) and 
CB (at 27 MHz) with a new addressable 900 


MHz personal radio service and reallocate the 


present GMRS_ and CB spectrum to other 


services. 


The Mura petition proposed a radio ser- 
vice which will not have repeaters or tele- 
phone interconnection which are two of the 
main features of PRCS. Mura thought that if 
they proposed this, the FCC would look upon 
it more kindly since it is the repeater and 
telephone features that are the most contro- 
versial part of the PRCS proposal. 


Mura's proposal appears soundly rejected 


by people who are active in the personal 
radio services of today. Some of the com- 
ments include.... 

e@"Most of the individuals using those ser- 
vices have invested large sums of money in 
their equipment." 


@"Mura says that GMRS is sparsely used. 
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one year has elapsed and... 
ethe Aircraft Radiotelegraph Endorse- 


ment. 


BACKGROUND OF THE REPORT & ORDER... 


The FCC decision to eliminate govern- 
ment regulation of radio operator competency 


had it start back in the mid-1970's. The Com- 


mission had as its two goals - to create an 


unregulated, competitive marketplace and to 
eliminate unnecessary regulations and policies. 
In 1979 the FCC issued two Report & Orders 
reducing the requirements for AM/FM/TV 
broadcast duty operators. In 1980, the FCC 


issued two more rulemakings further relaxing 


commercial radiotelehone operator licensing 
requirements. 


The Radiotelephone First Class and Sec- 
ond Class was combined into a single General 


Radiotelephone (GRT) license in 1981. The 


FCC also repealed rules that required broad- 
cast engineers and technicians to hold a first 
class ticket. A NPRM was issued in 1983 re- 
garding the necessity for commercial licensed 


radio operators - General Docket 83-322. 


COMMENTS ON COMMERCIAL LICENSIN( 


The FCC received more than 200 com- 


ments in the proceeding. In general, just 
about all commercial! license holders, industry 
manufacturers and groups opposed elimination 
of the requirement for commercial radio ope- 


rator licensing. They asserted a variety of 
reasons including increased interference, re- 
duction of signal quality, possible loss of in- 
come and that the elimination of commercial 


radio operator licensing was a "rebuff" to 


professional technicians who have worked dili- 
gently to obtain their professional credentials. 


One industry group, NABER, the National 


Association of Business and _ Educational 


Radio, said that a survey of land mobile deal- 
ers disclosed 87% of those responding did not 


support the Commission's delicensing proposal. 
NABER maintained that some certification 
process for private radio equipment techni- 
cians was very important. They proposed that 
representative industry groups administer a 
certification exam to all individuals seeking 
to operate and maintain equipment in the pri- 
_vate radio services... 


a type of industry self- 
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regulation. Another industry group NARTE 
(National Association of Radio & Telecommun- 


ication Engineers) recommended that the licen- 


sing activity be shifted to the private sector. 


INDUSTRY_CERTIFICATION OF TECHNICIANS 


NABER, working with members of Con- 
gress, was able to get a tag-along addition to 
the FCC Authorization Act of 1983 which 
besides appropriating money for the FCC, 
provided for Commission endorsement of _in- 
dustry certification of technicians. On Decem- 
ber 8, 1983, President Reagan signed Public 
Law 98-214 into law which had in it a new, 
very broad and permissive (NOT mandatory) 
amendment to the Communications Act of 
1934. It allowed a great deal of discretion... 


"The Commission shall have the auth- 
ority to endorse certification of individ- 
uals to perform transmitter installation, 
operation, maintenance, and repair duties 
in the private land mobile services and 
fixed services... if such certification pro- 
grams are conducted by organizations or 
committees and which consist of individ- 
uals who are not officers or employees of 
the Federal Government." -emphasis added 


In view of this legislation, a compromise 
was developed between commercial radio ope- 
rator licensing and delicensing. It allowed the 
FCC to endorse industry self-regulation ef- 
forts and at the same time allowed the Com- 
mission to eliminate unnecessary government 
regulation, cost and involvement. To date, 
about eight industry groups have applied to 
the FCC to certify technician competency - 
among them NABER, NARTE and SBE (the So- 


ciety of Broadcast Engineers.) 


I telephoned NABER, NARTE and SBE to 
learn more about their certification programs. 
All groups are developing exams. I specifically 
inquired about certification of existing com- 
mercial radiotelephone license holders. 
NABER's certification costs $10.00. They 
have two levels - Gold Seal (First Phone) and 
Silver Seal (Second Class/GRT.) NABER said 
that the Land Mobile industry could require 
NABER certification. Naturally they wanted 
all licensees to have it. 


SBE (Society of Broadcast Engineers) is 


| a broadcast industry association which really 
wasn't included in the certification legisla- 
tion, but they have chosen to certify technic- 
ian competency anyway. Their cost is $50 for 
non-members - $30 for members. SBE said 
some broadcast stations are requiring their 
certification already. They have two levels - 
Broadcast Technologist and Technician. 


NARTE (National Association of Radio 
& Telecommunication Engineers) has a ham as 
its president. I telephoned Ray Thrower 
(W7EEX). He said that NABER only certifies 
Land Mobile technicians, while NARTE was 
"broad based." Cost for NARTE certification 
ranges from $30 for their entry level Class 4 
Technician to $60 for a First Class Engineer. 
Ray said that a number of companies (he nam- 
ed an AT&T branch as an example) are re- 
questing NARTE certification for its em- 
ployees. 


NEW _FCC PART 90, 94, 95 RULES.... 


The Commission has issued new Rules 
endorsing the certification program. For ex- 
ample, Part 90.43 holds the station licensee 
responsible for proper station operation and 
(in part) says... (quote) "All adjustments or 
tests during or coincident with the installa- 
tion, servicing or maintenance of the station 
should be performed by or under the immedi- 
ate supervision and responsibility of a person 
certified as technically qualified to perform 
transmitter installation, operation, mainten- 
ance and repair duties in the private land 
mobile services and fixed services by an or- 
ganization or committee representative of 
users in those services." (end quote) 


There is a similar paragraph in Part 
94.103(c). The new CB Rule 24 (Part 95.424) 
was revised to indicate that the station owner 
is responsible for the proper operation of his 
CB radio. "You must have all internal repairs 
or internal adjustments to your CB transmit- 
ter made in acordance with the Technical 
Regulations. The internal repairs or internal 
adjustments should be performed by or under 
the immediate supervision and responsibility 


of a person certified as technically quali- 
fied...." 


I called Larry Clance, the attorney in 
the FCC's Washington Field Operations Bur- 
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eau who helped write the new Rules and Re- 
port & Order to find out if indeed it was ne- 
cessary for an industry certified technician to 
do service work on land mobile and CB radios. 


Clance said the key word was "should" 
(meaning "desirable") and that it was not ab- 
solutely necessary as far as the FCC Rules 
were concerned. No citations will be given if 
service work is done by a non-certified tech- 
nician. Citations will be given to the station 
licensee (owner) if the transmitter does not 
meet the technical standards regardless of the 
technician. 


You can draw your own conclusions from 
all of this. It appears to me from spending 
many hours in research on this, however, that 
existing commercial license holders would do 
well to hold off applying for those various 
costly certification diplomas since the FCC 
will be issuing you a free (for an SASE) life- 
time commercial license early next year which 
will also certify your technical competence. 


On the other hand, FCC Commissioner 
Quello issued a concurring statement which 
said that he feels there is little relationship 
between an FCC (commercial) license and 
skill. He said that the FCC's licensing pro- 
gram "has, over the years, degenerated into 
essentially a paper exercise without signifi- 
cant meaning in terms of screening for com- 
petence. Today's Commission action to elimi- 
nate the (commercial!) licensing program is, in 
my view, merely a public acknowledgement of 
that sad fact." 
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OLYMPIC COMMEMORATIVE CALL SIGNS 
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Reminder to those of you in California, 
site of the 1984 23rd Summer Olympiad. 
Thanks to Jay Ward, NG6O, Burbank, CA, 
(who had his petition speedily approved by the 
FCC back in late 1983) you can sign either 
"23" or "84" in place of the "6" between July 
Ist and August 3lst. 


Jay knew that with government cut- 
backs, the only consideration given by the 
Commission would be to a proposal that would 
not create any cost or extra work. Ironically, 


Jay can't participate in the Olympic prefixes 
himself since he lives in an apartment which 
bans low band antennas. 


It may be the only time that a ham sta- 
tion can actually sign three different pre- 
fixes! California stations that don't have a 
"6" in their call can't participate. On the 
other hand, ham stations outside of California 
with "6" in their call signs can! 


@ Wayne Green Publishing, Inc. (W2NSD/1) 


also known now at High-Tech Publications, 
Inc.) will debut a new mag to be called Digi- 


tal Audio Press run already bumped from 
25,000 to 100,000 even though premier issue 
isn't due until September! Wayne plans to 
explode a new technology in sound the same 
way he did with microcomputers and Byte 
magazine. 


@On May 22nd, ARRL and AMSAT formal- 
ly proposed to NASA that Astronaut Tony 
England (WORE) be permitted to operate 
amateur radio during his shuttle flight sched- 
uled for next March using 2-meter equipment 
identical to that of Owen Garriott, W5LFL. 
League President Larry Price (W4RA) and 
AMSAT's Tom Clark (W3IWI) said their goal 
was to involve as many amateurs as possible. 
They also noted that this would be an ideal 
vehicle to bring many of the nation's youth 
into direct contact with the space program 
through ham radio contact with school club 
stations... something that Tony England had 
previously expressed a desire to do. The pro- 
posal also suggests a 10-meter downlink to 
carry received 2-meter audio and SSTV (slow- 
scan television) generated within the orbit- 
ter. NASA is expected to respond to the pro- 
posal shortly. 


@Another international SOS hoax appar- 
ently happened last month. As Kevin Milhorn 
(KS9O) of Dixon, Illinois, was tuning across 
the 80 meter ham band, he came across a 
chirpy CW signal that signed EL2AS/mm2. The 
operator said he was PAZ2SAN and that his 
boat had been fired upon by another vessel. 
He said there were multiple injuries. Location 
was given as 36.9539N and 71.5283W. 


A U.S. Coast Guard station was brought 
up on frequency (3.787 MHz) and they sent a 
jet, a helicopter _and a cutter out to search 
for the boat. Several hours and many ex- 
changes later, the QSO became a string of 
obscenities and the distress call was deemed a 
deception by the Coast Guard. 
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eAssistant U.S. Attorney B. Allen, of the 
Southern District of Florida Federal Court, 
(acting on an FCC Complaint) has filed suit 
against Eugene B. Sykes ,W400, of West Palm 
Beach, to collect a $550 judgement levied 
against him over two years ago. Sykes was 
found to be wilfully running excessive power 


in the Novice portion of the 40 meter ham 
band. 


A neighboring amateur, Henry L. Luhr- 
man, W4PZV, of Lake Clarke Shores, Florida, 
contended at that time that Sykes was actual- 
ly using excessive power to intentionally in- 
terfere with his 20 meter transmissions at the 
second harmonic level. The suit also asks for 


court costs plus interest. (Case #84-8211) 


@Rumor: The Canadian Dept. of Communi- 
cations will be proposing a major amateur ser- 
vice restructuring which could provide for a 
new entry level no-code license having all 
amateur privileges above 50 MHz. The DOC is 
known to be considering removing most, if not 
all, of the present ham subband restrictions! 


@Don't forget the June 2lst North Ameri- 
can Teleconference Radio Net's (TRN), "Mul- 


tiband, Broadband and Frequency Independent 
Antennas - an Overview" to be presented by 


Dr. John S. Belrose (VE2CV.) He will speak 


from Ottawa. 


The antenna is, arguably, the single most 
important element in radio station effective- 
ness, contributing as it does to both transmit 
and receive performance. Dr. Belrose is a 
world-wide authority on antenna design and is 
professionally involved with antennas as Di- 
rector of Radio Communications at the Cana- 
dian Department of Communications. A more 
in-depth biography on Jack's accomplishments 
and interests may be found in QST, March 
1982, p.39. His presentation was arranged by 
CRRL, the Canadian Radio Relay League. 


Access to TRN is provided by over 180 
gateway stations, mostly VHF repeaters, link- 
ed together to cover virtually every metropol- 
itan area in the U.S. and much of Canada. 
Program begins at 7:30 p.m. CDT, June 21. 
(That's 0030Z next day.) On September 14, 


TRN will present Bob Heil (K9EID) speaking 
on "Microphone Equalization for the Radio 
Amateur." 


ION FILED FOR NOVICE 220-MHZ_US 


Mark W. Earle, WA2MCT, and Don Bray, 
WD5DON, of Corpus Christi, Texas, have sub- 
mitted a petition to the FCC seeking to allo- 
cate a portion of the 220-MHz for Novice 


privileges. 


Earle said that the ARRL previously 
proposed allowing Novices full access to 220- 
225 MHz spectrum three years ago. This was 
denied nine months ago. He feels that several 
factors stated in the denial have changed... 
the no-code issue was decided in the nega- 
tive, the digital only license negated and the 
volunteer examiner program is being phased 
in. 


The petition seeks to authorize the 
223.40-223.75 MHz subband for use by Novices 
using any mode. Earle says that about 50% of 
all amateurs use one of the bands at 144-MHz 
and above. He feels that "in keeping with the 
spirit of an entry level license, Novices should 
be allowed to participate in this very popular 
activity." It would "encourage more young 
people to obtain an amateur license... and 
provide an incentive for them to upgrade..." 
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| FIRST DBS SERVICE PROVES A_FAILURE 


It apparently has been kept a secret 
from most of the nation, but DBS (direct 
broadcast satellites) is here. In fact, the first 
DBS service began last November beamed from 
Canada's Anik C bird aimed initially at Indi- 
ana residents. 


Potential USCI (United Satellite Com- 
munications, Inc.) subscribers were given the 
option of leasing the dish and decoder box for 
$300 a year and paying $39.95 a month for 
the equipment and programming or paying 
$700 to buy the entire setup and $24.95 a 
month for the programming. RCA installed the 
equipment under contract. The service was 
then expanded to Chicago with Radio Shack 
acting as the sales agent for USCI. 


Contrary to what USCI initially - said, 
response has been less than encouraging. Now 
comes word that the nation's first direct 
broadcast satellite-to-home TV company is 
near bankruptsy. They are hoping for a bail- 
out by General electric or GTE. Reportedly, 
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they have racked up less than 20,000 sub- 
scribers and lost $50 million doing it! 


One of the problems has been traced to 
the low power that USCI runs. New DBS satel- 
lites will have higher power allowing the use 
of smaller dishes. Other companies poised to 
enter the DBS market are Comsat, CBS, RCA, 
Western Union... Even Ted Turner is talking 
with HBO about a joint DBS venture. 


Meanwhile, ex-ham equipment maker, the 
R. L. Drake Company of Miamisburg, Ohio, 
said it intends to enter the DBS equipment 
manufacturing business. They demonstrated a 
prototype DBS setup at the last Consumer 
Electronic Show. 


DBS is still taken seriously - particularly 
in view of the huge cost overruns that cable 
companies have been running into. It is no 
longer seen as just a method of getting TV 
into uncabled rural areas. 


oaboape 


TELEVISION STEREO COMING SOON! 


Look for ABC-TV to be the first to 
broadcast in stereo... probably as early as 
late this summer. We understand that ABC 
will start testing it right after the Olympics. 
NBC and CBS probably won't debut stereo TV 
until sometime in 1985 (NBC has been quietly 
taping the Johnny Carson Show in stereo for 
nearly two years now!) 


The TV industry agreed on a Zenith "de 
facto" standard this past April that calls for 
stereo TV and a separate audio program... 
likely ‘to be used for second language broad- 
casts. Since the FCC did not require cable 
companies to carry stereo, it is possible that 
some may not have it available. 


For viewers to receive stereo TV - spe- 
cial hardware is needed which xpected to 
be available this fall. Radio Shack plans to 
market a separate $50 TV (audio-only) receiv- 
er with one built-in speaker... $100 for two 
speakers... to receive the signals. 


Viewers will simply set the device to the 
appropriate TV channel and turn off the TV 
sound! Sears supposedly has three stereo TVs_ 
in their fall catalog. It will be the next big 
consumer electronics blockbuster! 


